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A student-friendly review of the organizational 

and economic aspects of land management

This closing presentation brings together the 

system, institutions, territorial work, economic 

mechanisms, evaluation, and challenges into one 

connected picture.

Week 9 wrap-up Office 2019
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A useful review question is this: how do these six themes fit together in one management chain?

• The system defines the whole logic of management.

• The structure assigns responsibilities to institutions and levels.

• Economic mechanisms influence behavior through incentives, payments, and valuation.

• Territorial land management gives the system spatial form on the ground.

• Evaluation checks whether goals are actually achieved.

• Challenges reveal where coordination, data, capacity, or discipline break down.

Six connected themes to remember before the assessment



Review the main logic: goals, tools, institutions, and feedback
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Goals Rules Action Results Feedback

A land management system works when the state defines public goals, translates them into rules, 

organizes implementation, measures results, and corrects mistakes through feedback.

• Without goals, the system has no direction.

• Without rules, decisions become arbitrary.

• Without action, plans stay on paper.

• Without feedback, mistakes repeat themselves.

Land management as a system



Authority, coordination, service delivery, and accountability must match
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National policy

and leadership

Specialized agencies

and sector coordination

Regional and district implementation,

records, control, and service delivery

A good structure reduces overlap, clarifies responsibility, and makes decisions easier to 

trace and evaluate.

Organizational structure: who does what?



Land users respond not only to law, but also to cost, benefit, and risk
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Taxation Fees Valuation Rent Compensation

Economic tools should push land use toward efficiency, legality, and public benefit.

Influence user 

decisions
Generate and justify 

public revenue

Support fair 

adjustment and 

accountability

Economic mechanisms: how behavior is influenced



Land policy becomes real through boundaries, layouts, access, and location
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Territorial design 

elements

Parcel shape

Road and access

Water and 

infrastructure

Protection zones

Survey Project Implement Review

Territorial land management arranges land on the 

ground so that production, settlement, protection, 

and infrastructure can work together more rationally.

Think of it as the point where planning drawings 

become real fields, routes, zones, and boundaries.

Territorial land management: the spatial side of the system



A strong system measures more than one kind of success
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Overall

performance

Economic Legal

Social Ecological

Evaluation asks whether land is used productively, lawfully, fairly, and sustainably.

Performance evaluation: how do we judge results?



Problems usually come from weak links, not from one single cause
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Fragmentation Weak data Low capacity Delays Overlap

Poor feedback
Inconsistent 

control
User confusion Weak trust

When several challenges combine, even good policy can produce slow, costly, or low-quality 

outcomes.

Management challenges: why good systems still fail



The system is strongest when planning, records, incentives, and control reinforce each other
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Policy Institutions Territory Economics Evaluation Reform

Reform should respond to evidence, not guesswork. That is why review and feedback are 

central to land management.

Integrated review: all parts must connect



A simple exam-ready framework for discussing better land management
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Clarity
Coordinati

on
Legality Service Feedback

Use these five ideas as a compact checklist for judging any land management 

arrangement.

Five governance principles to remember



The same management logic must work under dryland, irrigation, and transition-economy pressures
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Regional pressures

• Water dependence

• Land degradation 

risk

• Post-Soviet 

institutional legacies

Why management must be 

strong

• Coordination across 

sectors

• Reliable records and 

monitoring

• Balanced public and 

private interests

Expected response

• Territorial planning

• Economic discipline

• Adaptive review and 

reform

Central Asia context: why this review matters regionally



A fast way to compare outcomes in revision or class discussion
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Strong land management system Weak land management system

• Clear roles

• Connected records

• Timely decisions

• Visible accountability

• Better user confidence

• Overlapping roles

• Isolated data

• Slow procedures

• Diffuse responsibility

• Low trust and conflict

This comparison is useful because review questions often ask not only what the system is, but how we 

recognize whether it is working well.

Strong system vs weak system



Use the whole Week 9 framework to think through one practical situation
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Request Review Decision Record Monitor
Adjus

t

Ask six review 

questions

• Who has legal authority?

• Is territorial planning affected?

• What records must be updated?

• Are fees or compensation involved?

• How will results be evaluated?

• What challenge could slow the case?

Mini-case review: a land-use change request



Seven questions you should be able to answer after this week
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1 What is land management as a system?

2 How is authority distributed across organizational levels?

3 Which economic mechanisms influence land use?

4 Why is territorial land management necessary?

5 How do we evaluate performance?

6 Which challenges weaken results?

7 How do all parts connect in one cycle?

Final review checklist



A short closing message and the main materials behind this review
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Main 

conclusion

Land management works best when 

institutions are clear, territorial decisions 

are realistic, economic tools are 

disciplined, and evaluation is used to 

improve the system rather than to decorate 

reports.

Thank you for your attention, and I 

encourage you to revisit the references for 

deeper understanding.

Selected 

references
• ERB 2018 course textbook uploaded 

by user

• FAO. Voluntary Guidelines on the 

Responsible Governance of Tenure

• World Bank. Land Governance 

Assessment Framework

• ADB. Central Asia Atlas of Natural 

Resources

Conclusion and selected references
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