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Uzbekistan, located in Central Asia, is a landlocked country bordered by five nations: Kazakhstan to the north, Kyrgyzstan
to the northeast, Tajikistan to the southeast, Afghanistan to the south, and Turkmenistan to the southwest. This unique
geographical position gives Uzbekistan a diverse range of landscapes, from vast steppes and mountain ranges to desert
regions such as the Kyzylkum. The country is rich in natural resources, including fertile soil in its river valleys and
significant mineral deposits. However, despite its wealth of land resources, Uzbekistan faces challenges related to land
degradation and water scarcity.

Effective land management is vital for Uzbekistan's development because it not only ensures sustainable agricultural
productivity and food security but also promotes economic growth, environmental protection, and social stability. By
prioritizing responsible land use practices and investing in innovative management strategies, Uzbekistan can harness its
land resources more effectively to support its population and drive national progress.

Introduction



Laws and ordinances

The Land Code is a set of laws regulating land use relations. Until
the 20th century, in the territory of present-day Uzbekistan, these
relations were conducted on the basis of Sharia guidelines. For the
first time in Uzbekistan, the Land Code was adopted in 1927, and
in 1929, instead of the Land Code, the Land-Water Code was
adopted. This document remained in force until the adoption of the
new Land Code on September 25, 1970. The new law of the
Republic of Uzbekistan "On Land" adopted on June 20, 1990 was
implemented from January 1, 1991. On April 30, 1998, the Oliy
Majlis of the Republic of Uzbekistan approved the Land Code of
the Republic of Uzbekistan in order to ensure the rational use of
land resources in the Republic of Uzbekistan and to improve legal
relations related to land.

Land is a national wealth, as the basis of life, activity and well -being of the people of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan, it is necessary to use it wisely and it is protected by the 

state.

Land Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Article 1



№
Categories of the land fund

Total land area, thousand ha

total in %

1 Agricultural lands 20236,3 45,08

2 Lands of settlements 221,4 0,49

3
Land intended for industry, transport, communication, defense and 

other purposes
866,3 1,93

4
Lands intended for nature protection, health and recreation 

purposes
710,4 1,58

5 Lands of historical and cultural importance 14,5 0,03

6
Forest fund lands

11199,5 24,95

7
Water fund lands

836,9 1,87

8
Reserve lands

10807,1 24,07

Total lands:
44892,4 100,0



Land management in Uzbekistan has undergone significant changes, particularly following the independence of the country in 1991.
However, the sector faces various challenges and opportunities that shape its current state. 

Land Ownership and Use: Most agricultural land in Uzbekistan is state-owned, with private ownership being limited. The government 
allocates land for various uses, primarily agriculture, which is a significant part of the economy. The country has seen reforms aimed at 
increasing private farming and improving productivity. 

Agricultural Reforms: In recent years, the Uzbek government has initiated reforms to transition from state-controlled farming to a more 
market-oriented system. This includes privatizing certain agricultural lands and allowing farmers greater autonomy over their production 
decisions.

Water Management: Water scarcity is a critical issue in Uzbekistan due to its reliance on irrigation for agriculture. The country 
faces challenges related to water management, particularly with the Aral Sea crisis, which has led to significant environmental 
degradation. Efforts are ongoing to improve irrigation efficiency and manage water resources more sustainably. 

International Cooperation: Uzbekistan has been engaging with international organizations (such as the UN Food and Agriculture 

Organization) for technical assistance in improving land management practices and addressing environmental issues.

there are positive developments in terms of reforms and awareness about sustainable practices, challenges remain 

concerning water resource management, environmental degradation, and ensuring equitable access to land among 
different sectors of society.

Current State of Land Management  in Uzbekistan



OPPORTUNITIES

Land Reforms:
- Recent reforms in land management and privatization efforts present opportunities for more efficient land use, increased 

investment, and modernization of agricultural practices.
- There are ongoing discussions about improving land tenure security for farmers, which could lead to better management 

practices.

Sustainable Practices:

- There is a growing emphasis on sustainable land management practices. Initiatives to promote organic farming and 
environmentally friendly practices can enhance soil health and productivity.

- Investment in modern irrigation techniques and water-saving technologies can help address water management challenges.

Diversification of Agriculture:

- Expanding beyond cotton can open new markets and improve food security. The government is acknowledging the need for 

crop diversification, which presents opportunities for farmers to explore new crops and markets.

Current State of Land Management  in Uzbekistan



1 Land Degradation Uzbekistan faces significant land degradation issues, including soil erosion, salinization, and
desertification. These challenges stem from unsustainable agricultural practices, inadequate irrigation systems, and climate
change.
2 Water Scarcity Water scarcity is a major concern in Uzbekistan, exacerbated by increasing population, limited rainfall, and
overuse of water resources. This poses a serious threat to agricultural productivity and overall water security.
3 Inefficient Land Use Inefficient land use practices, including fragmented land ownership, limited access to modern
technologies, and lack of proper planning, hinder optimal utilization of land resources.
4 Climate Change Impacts Climate change is exacerbating existing land management challenges, leading to more extreme
weather events, unpredictable rainfall patterns, and increased temperatures, further impacting water resources and
agricultural productivity.

Challenges Facing Land Management in Uzbekistan. 



Precision Agriculture Implementing precision agriculture technologies, such as remote sensing, GPS, and 
variable-rate fertilization, can optimize resource use and improve crop yields. This minimizes 
environmental impact and enhances farm profitability.
Sustainable Irrigation Practices Adopting water-saving irrigation techniques, including drip irrigation, 
sprinkler systems, and water harvesting, can reduce water consumption and improve water efficiency, 
safeguarding precious water resources.
Land Restoration Investing in land restoration activities, such as afforestation, reforestation, and soil 
conservation, can reverse land degradation, enhance biodiversity, and improve ecosystem services.

Innovative Solutions for Sustainable Land Use in Uzbekistan



1 Solar Power Harnessing solar energy for agricultural activities, such as pumping irrigation water,
powering farm equipment, and providing electricity for rural communities, can reduce dependence on
fossil fuels and promote sustainability.

2 Wind Power Utilizing wind energy potential for agricultural applications can provide a clean and
renewable energy source, contributing to a more sustainable and environmentally friendly land
management system.

3 Bioenergy Exploring the potential of bioenergy sources, such as agricultural residues and biomass, for
generating electricity and heat can enhance energy independence and reduce carbon emissions.

Integrating Renewable Energy in Land Management



Community Participation
Engaging local communities in land management planning and decision-making processes can foster
ownership and ensure sustainable practices that meet local needs.
Capacity Building
Providing training and educational programs to empower communities with knowledge and skills
related to land management, sustainable agriculture, and conservation practices.
Knowledge Sharing
Facilitating knowledge sharing among communities and promoting traditional ecological knowledge
alongside modern scientific practices can lead to more informed and sustainable land management
decisions.

Empowering Local Communities in DecisionMaking
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Uzbekistan has the potential to become a leader in sustainable land management, leveraging its rich
natural resources to achieve economic growth and environmental protection. By adopting innovative
solutions, empowering local communities, and investing in long-term planning, the country can create a
prosperous and sustainable future for its people and the environment. The future of land management in
Uzbekistan is promising, with opportunities to transform the country into a model for sustainable
development.

Conclusion and Future Outlook
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Thanks for your attention
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